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| THE 

LL men agree, That, Atheiſm. and Ptrofaneneſs never gor 
ſuch an high Aſcendant as at this day. A thick gloomi- 
— neſs hath overſpread our Horizon, - and our Light looks like 
A. 'the Evening of the World. Inſomuch that all thoſe great 
Works and Wonders which God hath wrought out for us, appear but 
like Walking-Trees ; although the eyes of the Blind, and the Ears of 
the Deaf bave been miraculouſly opend thereby, and that the Lame 
hath been made to Ariſe and Walk. 

Yet for all this, Impiety abounds, even after our angry God hath 
ſhaken the foundation of the Earth; and that he hath hereby, [0 
loudly called on the Chriſtian World, (to this Nation and City alſo, 
in a more eſpecial manner ) to awake from deep Slumber, and to a- 
mend owr ways, by an Univerſal Reformation, of oxr Lives and 
Manners, Je | not t0 imagine Jamaica and Sicily, were greater ſinners. 
than others, for unleſs we repeiit we ſhall all likewiſe periſh. 

Theſe fad conſiderations, have - compelled us to —_ in the 
publick face of ſo many diſcouragements on every hand. - , 

We believe no unprejudiced perſon, ( which —_ aricht ) will 
miſtake our end herem, or ſuggeſt what never entred int» our thoughts * 
For we are not ſo opinionated of our ſelves; as preſumptuouſly and 
arrogently to DiQtate to our Honourable Magiſtrates and Clergy in the 
Adniniflration of the Civil and Eccleſiaſtick Government, which 
God hath entruſted unto their conſciegcious Care and Managinent, by 
thoſe methods which their mature Judgment and Wiſdom can Dirt. 

But our intention in this publick appearance, is, inthe firſt place, to 
repreſent ſome of thoſe Fountain -heads which arerhe Scourſe or Ori- 
ue ( more eſpecially ) of thoſe moſt palpable Evils, which have in- 

etted all places, and corncers of the Land and City with an Univer- 
fal Contagion : That from this Proſpett, many Mourners may be raiſed 
up in our Jeruſalem,to wreſtle with the Almighty, to remove thoſe Tre- 
mendous Judgments hanging ever our heads, and wherein every Pri- 
vate Chriſtian may became a pablick _ to the Nation. 
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1a the next place, we only Propoſe ( in all becoming humility) ſome 
ſuch Ways or Methods, or {uppreſling the daily oth of Wick: 

edneſs, as e&t more and more excite and new-animate our Ho- 

nourable MA ISTRATES and CLERGY to find out ſome better ex = 

pedient for Univerſal Reformation of Manners. 

Hewever, our hearty attempts unto the aforeſaid End [' in purſu- 
ance of thoſe ſeveral ons and Proclamations of the X1NG 
«nd OVEEN's Moſt Ecclent Majeſty, commanding and encourag- 
ing afl Dutyful and Loyal Subjets thereunto, according to their 
ſeveral Capacities ] __ met with a —_— Bleſling and Succeſs 
rom [mall beginnings,cven beyond erſons expettations, by which it 

htc! God hath not deſpiſed the ep of ſmall things. tor who 
would have imagined that four or five perſons only ( who at firſt began this 
Work, in the ſight and ſition of /o many profeſſed adverſaries, 
would have met with 'ſo early encouragement, as namely from the 
Right Reverend BISHOPS »y Lord Lucas, the Honourable Bench 
of Juſtices at HickYP;-HAIl: Afterwards from the Right Honoura- 
ble Lord MAYOR and Conrt of Aldermen ; The honourable Sheriffs 
and.Recorder, and from ſeveral other Perſons of Eminent Quality 
for whoſe great Zeal andPiety herein, all good niens thanks are due. 

Wherefove that Poſterity may riſe * and Bleſs Their Memory 
( when they lye down in the Duſt) the laſt At of Juſtice and Gra- 
fitude we. can ſhew, th perpetuate their Name, 5: ro preſent the World 
with theſe humble Propoſals, for an. Univerſal Reformation of Man- 
ners':  Amexing thereunto "this ſtrange ' Relation of barbarous Mur- 

.ders, and particularly of a bloody SLAUGHTER-HOUSE : 
Afixing alſo, our BLACK-ROLE of the Names and Crimes of No- 
-torious Offenders ( taken out of the Records of ſeveral of the Courts, 
&c.) whith this Society hath Ueteted and brought to condigne Pu-. 
viſhment : Who when we were but an Embryo, yer then began to 
Quickery by that Benigne AſpeQ, which theſe our moſt Honourable 
P ATROMNS mere pleaſed to caſt upoy us. 
This alone, (if there had been no other Argnments ) might have 
given us ſufficient encouragement 15 male «1 humble Dedication of theſe 
Leaves unto THEM, but that we con.idered the implacable Adver- 
faries unto Ref.rmation would be labouring to miſrepreſent borh the 
Subje&A-martter, and our End. 

To conculde, 'let. all gcod Chriſtians pray, that God alone 
way have the Honor r . and Glory of Is own 17 orh, nnto whom be 
all Praiſes, Thankjgivings, Worſhip and Obedience, throughout all 
4is Dominions, World without end. mer. 
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Hall the Lyon roar and the beaſts of the Foreſt not tremble ? 
Shall God Shake this and other Cities and Nations of Eu- 
- rope all at once, and ſhall our obdurate hearts remain un- 
broken, and unſhaken after all this ? Doth . not the 
late Tremendons EAR TH-QUAKE in ſeveral. parts 
of. Englan# and London ( which had ſuch influence on ce Enghſh 
Court beyond [the Seas, &c.) ſpeak a loud unto this Nation, and 
theſe Kingdoms, ang to'this. City ? eſpecially ſince-it falls out in 
ſo few Weeks after that, great Cataſtrophe in Jamaica?, As on the 
one hand, theſe things tell us that God?s anger is not yet turned away, 
and:rhat bis: Arm is ſtretched, out | ſtill, {O on. the other hand, ' this 
gentle pry 7 3 dg many. diſregarded . Mercies and Judgments ) 
ſeems as if was ſpeaking to:Us, as of old ;unto | Epbrainr. 
How ſhall I give thee up O Ephraim - how (ball 1 make'thee as Admah 
and as Ziboim ? QC. ts ; 201Mf 
The Church ' of the Jews ſinned not againſt ſuch alluring A4- 
tives 0 Love and Obedience, as' we have done. It's true they fin- 
ned greatly : in the Wilderne/s, and (afterwards alfo when they 
were in-their Promiſed Land, ( though followed: with miraciilo:: 
mercies and deliverances ) fo long grieving his Spirit, untill God 
did greatly abhor his own Inheritance, and forſook Shilo (his Ark,)which 
he had placed; among them. ( Pſ, $7.) And afterward gave the. be- 
loved' of his ſoul: into. the hands of her Enemies : ( then, when þc 
{uffered the | Babyloniarsy ( or Chaldeans) to burn Feruſalem and 
his . Temple. ) They finucd ſtill more and more after there: return 
B | fron 
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from Captivity, and that the Temple was rebuilt, their ſpirits be-? x 
ing ſo inveterately incenſed againſt one another , that one Church 
( or Temple-worſhip at Jeruſalem) was not ſufficient to preſerve 


Union and Communion. Afterwards ( in Chiiſts time.) hisde- 
generated Church was arrived to a higher degree of fin, even 
under that Plenary Adminiſtration of the Covenant ( or Goſpel of 
Salvation ( in the perſon of 'the bleſſed Maſſias [| Emanuel, or 
God-Man, wade fleſh and dwelling amongſt them | tho attended 
with extraordinary Sigas and Miracles. Whith became the 


ground of that }/o denounced by our Saviour agautit Berhſaida,and | 
Corazin, and drew Tears from his Eyes, and Sighs from his tender : 


heart, when he wept over Jerſalen for their obduracy, who for 
bis dear labour of aſtoniſhing Love (in his bloody Swears, Sighs, 
Agonies, Tears, Conflifs, &C. ) returned him no other recompen- 
ces but, the hight of Conrempe and Scorn, together with'a moſt 
Publick iggominious and. cruel. Death, and from whom. they h;d 
their faces, and againſt whom they hardened their hearts, even 
at the fame time when he was pouring out his ſoul even to the 
death, and; making his Boxy a Sacrifice unto his' Fathergwrach, 
which was kindied againſt him 'for their ſakes. Yet all this aw-- 
ftrous inpratitude was: 'excuſable in them, com ively to what 
our fins are againſt the. Goſpel-light, who had: their Eyes blinded 
(by judicial anger of the Almighty,) their Ears fopr, - their 
Hearts. b 3':and yer-St. Paul bears them witnets that: they 
had a.ze4! for. "God, though: not according” to kyowledge : And 
that they igaoraitly crucified the Lord of Life and Glory. | 

However, this ——_—_ them very dear at laſt,” for after in- 
finite Goodneſs and Patience ſighted and affronted ;. their Cizy 
and Temple weredeſtroyed, and their wholke Najon rooted ont, in 
ſuch wiſe, 'that they have been from that timea di/regarded People, 
ſcattred throughout the whole Earth, who were once his dearly be- 
loved and honouted, his pernliar Treaſure and Inheritance above 
all other Nations in the World. 

What _—_— was of old utito Judea, and Judas unto bther 
Nations, in like manner Lundun is onto | 
unto CHRISTENDOM. A Ciryand Narios more favoured 
of. God, (und more envied by the common Adverſary ) rhere 
is ' not to , be found under the whole heavens: A Cay and 
Kingdom more honowred with the Preſence of CHRIST in the 
Gojpel, and its or d4inancer of worſhip, and the powerful operations 
of his Spy in his word, ( for Comniion and Converſion is not 
io be found, Never ſuch a Sanſhine of the Goſpet! brake forth np- 
a -any Ajnmodom ( or X leaſt on any Ciy ) as upon Evgland and 
London, 


land, add Englmned * 
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| National Rcfazmation, &c. 3 
S de-? London, lince the Great Reformation ( begun near 200 years ago ) 
urch a greater priviledge than if we had enjoyed Chriſts Prefins 
erve | in the fleſb, without the guzchning,, uluminating, regenerating, ſan- 
5 de- Hifgings ealing reſtimonies of the Spirit, The firſs fruits whereof 
Ven” bleſſed ENGLAND brought forth unto God (evet the 
l of | f- ripe fruits of the Goſpel, ſince the grand Reformation ) beyord 
Or all other Nations and People im the Chriſtsan World, viz. A holy 
ded | Seed-Corn ſown in the precious Blood of thoſe Martyrs in the Ma- 
the | ;;ax Perſecution, an Oblation of ſuch ſweet ſavour unto God, that 
and : ( perhaps) for the ſakes of theſe famous Wortbies of the Church, 
der | God hath bleſſed our Nation with ſuch continual encreaſe of the 
for © Bread of Life ; and alſo with ſo many burning and ſhining Lights 
ighs, of the Goſpel, and eminent Labourers in his Harveſt, that 6: 
Xn- | Lad may properly be called a Goſhen, in compariſon of all other 
hoſt parts of the Chriſtian World. And may not this precious Seed of 
hid the Churcb have been the chief reaſon of thoſe many great and 
ven | wonderful Mercies and Deljverances, which God hath ever ſince 
the wrought out for ENGLAND, fo obvious unto all other 
Kh, people, from Age to Age, that it ſeems.to tell the World ( in 
w:- capital Letters) that we are a Nation of his peculier love and pro- 
hat tettion the Vineyard which his own right hand hath planted , and 
ded  watred, and fenced, and: preſerved both by Night and. Day, his 
ir | Jedjdiah, his Hepthizaba, and Bela, the Signet on bis right hand, 
hey | 2nd the labor of his endearing /ove. 
ind 0 1f otherwiſe, what means our miraculous deliverance from the 
," | Spaniſh Armada : The Gunpowder Plot : The Maſſacree and Deſo- 
in-  1a4jon no doubt intended on all the Proteſtants of this Kingdom 
ty at the Fire of London ( in 66 ) and how mercyfull was God to 
zin us, that the ſame Eaſt Wind which carried on the raging 
fe, Flames, did alſo at the ſame moment keep off the Frinch 
be- Fleet from landing upon us? and how ſoon was our Ci- 
We ty Rebuilt in greater Splendor, _ even to the painful grief and 
regret of the Common Enemy ? ( gnaſhing their teeth thereat , 
er 2 a opening their mouths wide agamſt heaven, in contempt of 
nd * God himſelf. ) Alſoour great dcliverance from that ( more) :Hor- 
ed * id Conſpiracy of theirs ( in 77 and 98 ) to root out that which 
TE | they. calld the Northern Hercſie ( this bleſſed ſunſhine of the 
nd | Goſpel in theſe Three Nations). And what elſe may we leark 
he | from the late moſt famous REVOLUTION: (in 88 )? What 
ns wonderful Wheele within the Wheele? The great Abomination of 
ot Deſolation was ready to be perpetrated in theſe Kingdoms andin 
P- this City, to lay the Church of Chriſt and his Santrary in 
nd | heaps, &c. and to make the ſame bloody deſtruQion in theſe 
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Lands as was made in France a year or two before; 'the drees © 


of that Cup were reſerved for us : This was a deliverance (in all 
reſpeQs conſidered ) more miraculous than that which God 
wrought ont for his oppreſſed Church in Fore, and at the Red- 
Sea; and for whicty \onmury } rrecn all our moſt gratefv] 
acknowledgments of Praiſes, Thankſgivings, and Obedience are 
continually due, to God in the firſt place, and in the next, nnto 
thoſe great favorites of Heaven, (our moſt Illuſtrions KING and 
QUEEN ) whoſe happy Government God Almighty long con- 
tinue among us, and grant that from their Reign, 4 new Meri- 
dian of encrealing Glory may be ere&ted throtghout the 
Earth, | Ss. oo 
Now, as our Mercies and Deliverances have been extteordina- 
ry great, Publick, and National, moſt ſeaſonable alſo and obrions 
unto all, and aſtoniſhing to our very Adver/aries themſelves , as 
well as nnto others.  { Inſfomuch' that we are all conſtrained to 
cry out with ſurprizing wonder '-—- 'Zo ! this is the finger of 
GOD! Behold! what ſalu:tiqn bath he wronght out for © us, -in+the 
midſt of the Earth ? — Surly there is no Inchantment againſt Jacob, 
aor Divination againſt Iſrael. So in like manner God expetts from 
England and London a Publick or National Reformatjon , and no- 
thing lefs than this, will be eſteemed by him a walking-worrhy 
of theſe great mercys in all-becoming rhankfulneſs : Good Hexe- 
kich rendred praiſes unto God in humility and a&ts of new<6- 
bedience, yet God took it amiſs from him, that he walked not 
ſi\table unto ſuch a great miracle of love and mercy ſhewn him , 
in his recovery from that Semrence of Death which had paſled'on 
him : (having canſed the Sun ro go back 1 5 'degrees, as an extraordi- 
nary_ token of Gods endearing affection nntv him, above all .0- 
thers ). Nothing therefore leſs than a National Reformation will 
be acceptable in God's fight , after Englands wonderful mercics 
and deliverances ; this therefore is ' that which we have great 
reafon to conclude; 1s the 'thing God looks for from vs at/this day; 
and without which 'we have too great'ca'fe to 'fear that, after 
al!, his infinite goodneſs and peticnce ( abuſed ) will turn into fary 
againſt us, and.,that his 2»ger for a!l this will not turn away 
from us, unleſs we”bring fo1th fach fruits as are mcer for repen- 
tans ; you bave I known of _alf farnies of the earth, therefore will 'I 
piſs you for your inquitits :; ' [ that 1s 'to ſay, unleſs you bring 


forth" the Publick 'or Natjoral fruits for theſe Narivzal mercies 


1 have ſhewn you from time to t.me ], 
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- But what ſhall” we all fay ?' who will plead fur us, or. molify. and. 
bit uP owr wountls ? What cauſe Have! Kod p; teal pal Ears 
ty is, marked out before the Lord? O how dread lit'is to relate 
our deplorable caſe ? Where are the Mourners ? Would to God 
England. ( Englaud more eſpecially ) could. weep day and night, 
and+be. in bitterneſs of grief ; and Phat, af our: eyes,might ſend, 
forth, ftreams'like many Rivers, an | Make” ogy. - afrenyonffuirtull. 
Earth a Bochim, We haye been acc Bo noble Fine, "a Vineyard 
of God's onn watering, and defence from Age to Age : But. how 
have we degenerated into the Plant of 4 ſtrange. Vine, even lince. 
our: ate miraculous EXQD US? Have' we not brought forth 
Apple: ' of Sodom , and ſour: Grapes of Gombrai F "Thorn . and” 
Thiſ#ts inſtead'of Figs ? What monſtrous myrarirudeand forgerful- 
eſs 6f all cur eminent mercies ? What high diſcontents, complaints, 
murmurings, ſedition:, blaſphemies, yea, and Rebellions againſt the 
LORD hiniſelf : We are” looking nnto Fegypr again ( as it 
wereh contempt of the moſt bjzh God, ( who'Hath\wronght our 
our great ſalvation ) and appointing” us a_Kmg under? whom to 
retirn back into greater bondage and miſery than what was felr 
under the {ron Furnace, from whence we came forth; Plenty of 
heavenly Aſtra we have now, ſcattered round our Tents, but 
do we'not ibath it ; and are'we' not always. filled with complaints, 
and ſinful refiettions'on God himſelf ? © The Hiſtory'of the' Jews i: 
the Wilderniſs, 'exaQtly refembles as at this day. Artwe not a 
generati-n of backſliders, preſumpruous and felf-willed people ? And 
have we not turned the grace-and love of God (who hath redeemed 
1s out, of the houſe of 'Bindaye') into ſinful warromneſs ? Are we not- 
Jeſbaron like, ' and: d6 WE.not kick ayainſt the Lord? Do! we not- 
hardim-our ſelves againſt rhe 'Alwighry,/ and Rt up our 7h92: and” 
Bryers, to oppoſe him in* the - foorlteps of thoſe eminent Povi- 
dences witerem he hath been walking in the midſt of us, in an- 
extraordinary manner. and waiting onus,” to 'compleat our deli- 
veraiſee (whither we defire to he ſaved of no")." But inſtead of a- 
thoropghummanct of our ways;' arlt> rurning-to our” proyoket 
Father, who in this gentle rtaniier mam us out of his tender love;- 
hecaute he is 10ath to deſtroy 'vs, not ſo much for our ſikes as: 
for his oxn Glory, and the honour of his erlat Name, leaſtFthat- 
ſhoald' bes projurcd' by the adverſaries of the'Goſpel; ( the Heather 
ibbo te edlled by bis ame, a3 Amos 12: 9. yet inltead of rewwnire 
ito! Cod ' with var 'Tohole heart and ſoul", © May-it not: be taken "by 
for a lamentation againſt ns, that we grow worſe and worſe, and have 

ſinned as we cont ;, and have hardened our felves yet more and 

more againſt the. many judgmconrs and mereies wheres ith I 
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been dealing with us from time to time} May it.nos be ccenghet 
net of agarof ur Chen Frdub and Jeruſalem, as of old « 
Prophet did againſtthe Church of the Jews, undet their great De- 
genieracy, viz. That Prophaneneſs i' gone forth through the whole 
Laud ? | 
Look. we on Profeſſars ip general, How do the Vitals of Religion 
languiſhz What awd; hath She received even amongſt Her 
Friends ? Univertat Corruption and Degeneracy overſpread: the 
Church even'in this Age, altogerher as much as in Jeremiah/'s days. 
The Prophet was in a great ſtrait what to do, and whither or no 
he had not beſt withdraw hitgſelf, and ſave them, Fer.g.x, 2,3, 
4, 5, 5. O that myhead were-paters, qnd my eyes a fountain of tears, 
that I might weep day and night, © that 1 had in the wilderneſt 
lodging place of ring men,that I might leave my people,and gofrom 
them : for they be alt adutterers, an aſſembly of treacherous men. They 
bend their tongue is their baw,, for lies ;, they are not valiant for the 
truth. Take ye heed, every one of hu neighbour, and truſt ye mot .in 
any brother ;. far every krother willutterly ſupplant, and every neighbor 
will walk with flanders. They will deceive every one his neighbox, and 
will nat ſpeak the truth, &c. Comparcd with Micah 7. 4, 5,6. The 
beſt of thene is as 4 bryar;the moſs. upright is fparper than @ thorn-hedge. 
——Truf ye zot.in @ friend, &c-,.1s not, the. quickniug, illumina- 
ring, converting, ſanctilying Preſence of the Spirit driven away 
from. us? How many Fpudred Sermaus.ace preached, and not ons 
Souk tuned from the power of $72 gnd Satan. unto God,:; eyen 
thro che whole Led, nay, throughout this profeſſing City ? 
_ Rr eontat caOge many yotearx wp a or 
elſpouted. ra Opinions, &c+ { eſpecially of thol who were 
che Mean of vtakemng their benumted Conlclncs io a crious 
frame; taking. up-with their, Externe!Way or Mode of Religion, as 
ina moſt Serftuarys when Scrangees(perhage) tothe Found.'; 
tian-Principles.of true Gedlireſs, and-almelt terally negligent of the 
true Pewer and Pradice of Chriftiazity.:) Hence ſo many are of Pas, 
ancdrol Capoe4an8: 4pyg 206 heneofych. vain efenpoe wreng/ings 
(and /c janglings) 1a Maxters of leſſer moment ; whilſt Re- 
Jiggon hath received almoſt her morta/ Wound, at the Hearr, 
(wich-reſpe@ to the pure and boly Principles thereof, or that pratti- 
cal Piety wherein all.crue Chrifians are agreed) and Her /anguiſhing 
Fitels arc in a-manner giveug up-the Ghot. And the Spirit YE 
y grieved, and vexed,and 5 oem hath in a great mea- 
fure left usto our own diſtemper'd Minds, and a Spirit of Giddineſs 
hath ſeized many Heads; and we may read ICHABOD on 
the Doors of almoſt all our Churches and Afſemblics, (whether - 
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| publick or more private) and The Glory of God is departed from ms. 


Little is left us beſides che Mantle of Elijah, and that,allo mych 
reat (like the Vail of the Wounded Spouſe, Cant. F. ver. 7.) ' And 


were it not for the Common Gifts and Graces of the Spirit, the exter- 


' nal Form of Godlineſs would in a great mealute yaniſh out of our 


of the Sauttuayy,hath not a great ſwouk filed the Tempe # ( 1/4.6, 4. 
compared wich oc. 15. 8.) And are notthe Word, ang, $4cra- 
ments, (Sabbaths and Ordizances, &c.) becarac tomany [God for- 
bid it ſhould beio as now {peak only of the generating of De- 

are we 


bght _ And inſtead of the Preſence of che Ange/ moving the Waters 


rable Communion of Sajuts, Whereia the brightneſs of rope Chrifliagi- 
ty (in the encreaſing luſtre of the |) was lo greatly prclerved 
amongſt the Primitive Churches ; and whereby Jo -yencrable an 


Conſcience to be made of frequenting the Publick  Aſſemblies' and 
o 2 of the Church? Yet FA - call. his Were dara; regularly 


[4 
ormed, how little 70g hath one 1 


Pr 
per 


in their Bodily Preſence, <mbling together as ik 39 (ce ©a4 


the ati 


ning Provitipn 


er |} fore us, to convince how greatly our whole Head is fick, and our 


TaJdab 


8 The Necellity of a pzeſent 
Judah and Jeruſalem, (eve under thac Divine Service in their 
"Temple-Worſhip DR al[& undet the Government of giqus'Fotham, 
(of whom-it 1s fd, Phat he prepared his ways before the Lord: and 
'did-that whicir wat'right in his fight, 2 Chron. 27.) 6 191 
On the other hand, it we calt our Eye on the looſer fort of Pr6- 
ſeflors (or Baptized Chriſtians) of a more peblick and ſcandatows life, 
5 our Nation; 6t within this City, 'what thall we ſay + Arcnot all 
their" dJaces 7 Ab #*/Whar Seotnin}s atid contemptible Derifi- 
ons *againit-the Holy Spirit, *and irs Quicknings, Thhmitations, Con- 
vittions, Woundings, Converſions,  Sealings, &c. do they profancly 
manifeſt > What Revilings do they caſt (with all the Odium and 
Backbitings they are able) upon Religion it ſelf, and every ' thing 
that looks like Sebriety and Gotl/ineſs 7 *Whar a Spirit of Bitterrieſs, 
-Galt,”and WormWwood is thete in them agafiſt the fatnr' Shadows 
of Praftical' Holineſs or Reformation * With what ReluQtancy do 
'rhey ſer themſelves ro oppoſe it '111 every part or beginning of ir, 
If pothible, ro: ſtifle the very empty Sound thereof > The Nie of 
'REFOR MATION  is-become: almoſt as dreadful as 'the ſound of 
that Drom made of a yidorious Barbariar/#Skine&c. Theſe fort 'of 
Men bad'rather have the Devil and hisVicegerents ( if in) human 
* ſhape) to Rule in the high places of the Earth, 'than any Porenrate, 
thar'ſhall heartily endeavour to reclaim the Reign of Vice and 
'Debinchery throughout their Dominions. | Swearing, Curfing,Drun- 
\Uhennoſe; Revilings, Baſetvionſneſs; Whoredoms, Riot,Gluttony, Be 
. ries, Ganiefving; and ſtch-like Witkedieſles; are not only their 
-daily Pratice, but that- for which they plead carneſtly, and uſe all 


-their Endeavour to corrupt the Age wherein they live, into a like * 
of and compliance 'with all theſe Wickednefſes. As if God had *' 


:ddwerd' theſe Three-Kingdoms from the Yeſolating Judgments 


«Hat hatiged over our Heads, oh piirp8ſe'that' they might commit all | 


theſe'Abominations, and proceed from Evibto Evil, growing worſe and 
— and corrypting themſelves more and more. As it God 

ad given Them over to a Reprobate Mind (with thoſe Unthankfu! 
Romans) for their monſtrous/ Ingratitzde unto G O D, (to ſay no- 


\Romn | " 
6 _ the'Blefied In#rument of tur Deliverance,&c.) that Augean | 


, from"whtnce fuch a malcitude of (Serpentine ) Hydra's : 


breed : Rom. 1.) from ver. 21. to the end. And as this is now be- 
come arrepidemical Diſeaſe, and a Contagion univerſally over ſpread.- 


4 
"s 
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ing ir ſelf, ſo:wthavye resfonto believe, that God expets from us 
all'a: Ndtiongl-Reformation, before - his Anger be pacified towards. 
us.' 'Otherwile'w&' thay conclude, that Tyre and Zid:m, Nineveh, 
yea, Sodom and Gomorrah, (who'never were partakers of. our ex- 
traordinary Mercics and Deliverances, will riſe up in Judgment) 
> OE - | | _ again}! 
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againſt thi Land and City. And we ſhall certainly (without Re- 
pentance) meet with a more fiery Fadgment and fearful Indignation, 
than what befel them, who wever {mned againſt that Goſpe/ Grace, 
Light, and Love, nor yet againlt the many Warnings and Threat- 
nings, Which we have done, God hath once more (of late) ipo- 
ken aloud to all forts amongſt vs ( from the higheſt ro the loweſt 
throughout this Land, and in a ſpecial manner to thi City) by fa- 
king the Earth and the Sea z but a1e we made broken and contrite in 
ſpirit thereby 2 Have we not rather hardned our ſelves more and 
more ſince that Angry voice / Hath that dreadful EARTHQUAKE 
in Jamaice (a tew months ago) which ſwallowed up ſo many 
hundreds alive, &c,  unſccled us, and ſhook usoff from our Lees > 
Or hath chat Tremendow Deſolation rather perſwaded us, thar We 
are not {o grear Sinners as They were, fooliſhly concluding, T har 


they on whom the Tower of Shilo fell, had ſinned to a higher degree 


than others > Our Saviour tells us, Nay, but except we repent, we 
ſhall all in lhe manner periſh, Which God Almighty of his great 
Goognels preveur, and give uyall rue R-pentance,leſt a'feven times 
worſe Calamity bciall our Land. | 


No Refl:ions are hereby intended to be made againſt ary 
Perſon or Perſons, who Rule in the Crvil or Ecclefiafical Orbs of 
Government, As on the one hand we have great realon to bleis 
God, that. in this day there. are ſeveral who do Worthily in our 
Ephrata, and deſerve Dowble Honour ; [particularly His GR ACE 
the M»# Reverend ARCHBISHOP of Canterbary, and ſeveral of 
the Right Reverend BISHOPS, together with other Perſons of 
Quality, aftivg in any other publick Sphere 3 ALL whoſe rejoy- 
cing, we doubt not bur it wonld be: more and 'more to fee Piety 
flouriſh; and Yue, Debauchery, and Prophaneneſs decay and wither 
throughout this City, and thele Kingdoms. So likewiſe on the 
other hand, we have great ground for much Grief and Lamenta- 
tion, to conſider how little T heir Perſozo/ and Relative Goodneſs 
and Vertxes ate of Influence, (o as thereby to cffet an Univerſal or 
National Reformation, wichout ſore other meaſures to -pirt a ſtop 
unto that wide F/oodgate of Atheitical Vice and Prophaneneſs, which 
(like the Poer's Duf trom Pandor's Box) hath lo overipread all 
Places and Perſons ( tor the gencrality thereot ) as with an Epide- 
mical Contagion inſeQing the whole Land,,  , . + 

Wherefore Trom the'zM'Cting ſeate of theſe things, as likewiſe 
from the Apprehenſions of that Great Duty lying on us, to derett 
Vice, and promote a Reformation of Manners, according to our ſeve- 
ral Opportunities and Capacities ; we can dono lels than apply or 

C. C ſelves 


ro The Neceſfſity of a peſent. 


ſetves toitheſe out Magifrates” and Clergy3- arid We do it in moft | 
bumble. manner,)and. with what (feficutoe and! rmaportinity we 2 
arc able, catreanng, »— That as they All Have a owe tcpard unto ! 
the Name and Gfory of GOD, the Good of his Chareb, the Safety * 


and Honour of the K I N G and QU EEN, and the Efabliſtment 
of their Excellent Government, the Pe4ce, Happineſs, ' ard Proſpe- 
rity of theſe three. Kingdoms, and particularly of thu great, pepulons 
and flouriſhing City; | | And: likewiſe, as cyer they regard the cor- 
icicntious diſcharge of that weighty and incumbent Daty, lymg on 
them in their publick Places of eminent Tru?: . On the account 
of all, theſe, oſt weighty and ſeriuus Conſiderations, we moſt hum - 
bly. and, cargeſtly beteechvand entrear, That THEY wovld fortyith 
more, agd. mae improve-cheir ucmoſt'ſhrereft' 217d Endeavour to 
promote a: National! Reformation, ' without Which i 1+ greatly fea- 
red we ſhall not prevail. with God for the Blefſing which aur Na- 
tion hath been irugling and wreliling for, in the midſt 'of thoſe 


affrightfy! Proſpetts minich-we have yer ' before re; This Pablick, | 


Keformation.is\the-grearching. (orifcems to be)! which God ar this 
rime is earneſtly expeRing from us, and withour which who dare 
preſume to conclude, that He will yet deliver us?. and that his 
Hand will not fill continue to be ſtretched! our againſt us? and 
that Tremendogs Deſolation will nor yet overtake us, like a Whirt- 
wind frame fimighy 2 ab. wiiw; 409 | 

.; We as norto vainly.conceired'6f Ot {elyes, as to take vpon vs 
to ditate.or preſeribe'rhe; ſeveral Phibs, StFps, and Meaſures, Oc. 
wherein a Nationa! Reformation (of ' Manners) ought to be ctfcfted 
leaving this unto the Wiſdom of 'our Syperionrs to determine and 
manage. ag'they.. think -beft;z Bur'we do'only, in ' all. becoming 
Humility,.,propofe theſe-following Conliderations, alt or moſt of 
them being of great «importance in' the Apprehenfions of [e- 
veral of che moſt Pious and Reverend Divines, both of the Church of 
England and of the. D:ſſenting«Brethren, (with other perfons allo of 
emipency jor Religiony&c,)-who, after a mature celibetation, have. 
concluded,.:F har-3he Gonfiderations' following'ate almoſt of -in+- 
d;/pen{ible- Necefiry.uno:the Efentia! Cortirnrivh” of a National 
Reformation, unleſs we reſslve ro content our ſelves withthe Name 


or Shadow thereof. 
Fl 
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7 bat there be a mol ſolemn Faft, without any appearance of Orna« 
nents amongh ws. from the higheſt tothe loweſt; (2nd if weceaincin our 
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" rofly AltedUvate Gltmeais, fo riiefithe' bearer?) This'we find in 
| orhe exttaorginaty Cafes (1.) Commanded, Bxdd. 33.5; (2.) ex: 


petted by God from Proteſlors in a day of Uaiverfal Degeneracy, 
then, when the Chutch lay under very ſevere Threatnings, ( 1/z, 
3. from Ver. 16, to the'end of the Chapter.) And (3.) pratiſed in 
the moſt ſolemn Faſts both of the Church, (as Exod. 33. 6. Elh. 4. 
1,2, 3, 14, 16.) and of Heathens, { Jotah 3.6, 7,89.) 

The Internal. A#s ncceflaty ac ſuch molt” tolemn” Times, 
ate 
tr Afu#ing of our Souls in good earneſt, (and not hanging dow! 
ur Heads for a day, lthe a bulruſh; as Tſa. 58. 5.) In that great 
and only Faſt in all the Jewifh Year,(at the Day of Atonement on the 
10th of che Scvench Maryh, Lev. 10.) God exptefly threes, Thar 
what Soul ſocyer did not Affi:tt it /eff ac that extraordinary time, 
ſhould be cat off. And the King of Nineveh's Edit ſeemed in a 
mauyner as ſevere, Jorab 3. 8. Ws 

2. 4 particular Confeſſun of the Sins of our: Mygilrates and Mini- 
flers, aud. the Aggr aveions therent, with reipett uno the, Relation 
wherein they ſtand as Publich Perſens. I ms we find in; Ezra 9.7. 
cowpared with Neb. 9. 34, 35- | f 

3. A {a4 and particular Confeſſn of the mot publuck and ſcandalous 
Sms of Profeſſors, ahovyg all others; of luch,u1 ag eſpecial manger , 
as have, iu the vilible Chyzch pf Gods, opeoly.prafelled.their.. deli 
berace Relghuion ta periarm their B4priſyral,F op, and are thereby 
admitcd now the Holy (Communion, As vifihule Sins .and;who 
allo make a greater. Profe ſian, of Religion and ;Sobriety than. many 
[ot the Jaoker fore, who walk, as it.chey Had.; Rengwiced their, Ba- 
priſm] toriJhefeiace they who more proveheGodthamchs apyng. 
Prophane,; (Eare 9. 40.) auditor which; we, 1n a\mol} pat yu... 
cular manici ro-m #7, and-lve covered wikh-hame, © c. | 

4. A due ſenſe of the mot Rumpant Sins and, Atheiftical Impieties 
of the mott prophane Debanchees of our Age, . with a particular Con- 
teflion and Mourning tor then amd. without which, God. may | 
jultly charge Us as guilty in (he furtherance of, cheig Sia { in 
lome {cnle). = | Co 

5. A particulur enumeration of our ſeveral extraordinary Nationa! 
Mercjes, [ with great Tihankfu/neſ, and Priiles nito God, an 
preae Selt-abhoorenew tor, pur ip grtfulnels theegot and; poararghit 


| Returos ] And likewife of che many. Judgments Gad has inflictec + 


on . our Nation and! City from ume tomme zo thathereby we my. ; 
learn to conſider and admire God's lIofinite Patience, in not utrec- | 
ly conſuming us; and may. be raght rightly to mourn ;over ohr aw4! + 
and others Sins : and likeyyiſe ro _—— 2 continual gadly Fear 
2 ana 


Y2 The Neceſſity of a preſent 
and Jealouſie, leſt after all the multitude of mercies ſhewn the * 
Kingdoms, . God be provoked. even at, laſt, to ſpew «s our of bis © 
month, Neh. g. from ver. 7. to yer. 32.and Ezra 9. 13, 14. And © 
a'tcr all that is come on us for our evil deeds and for our great treſ- 
paſs, ſecing that thou, our God haſt puniſhed us leſs than our ſins de- 
ſerve, and. haſt gives us ſuch deliverance as this. Should we again 
break th commandment s . woyldeſt thok not be angry with us till thou 
haſt conſumed ws,” fo that there ſhoul4 be no eſcaping ? | 

6. A forſaking of our ſins, and a moſt ſerious and ſolemn renewal 
of Covenant with God, to walk in all the duties of new Obedience. 
( Neh. 9. ver/. the laft ). | 


HL. CONSIDERATION, 


That there be effeftual care taken to eftabliſk Juſtice and Judgment 
unto the Poor and Needy, the Deſtitute, the Oppreſſed and Afitted in 
the Gate, That hereby Truth and Riebreonſee s may flow down 
as a mighty Stream, and Violence be removed throughout the Land. 
Oppreſſion and Violence ( both going hand in hand) were one great 
(or the greateſt ) reaſon for the Flood on the old World ( Ger. 
6. there twice obſerved ). And this crying ſin is threatned 
above all or moſt others thronghout the Sciptore: The wiſe 
Mantakes aparticuliar obſervation of the place of Judgment & Righ- 
teouſneſs, (or where Juſtice and Righteouſneſs ought to be found 
in 'a moſt eminent manner ) and beheld that wickedneſs and ini- 
quity was there ;, ( Eccl. 3. 16. ) to denote that of all the ſins that 
are in the World, this ſeems moſt obvions in the ſight of God, 
and 6f all others, ſooneſt 'expoſeth a Narion to his juſt indigna- 
1:01, Hence DariePs Counſel to Nebuchadnezzar as that which was - 
the moſt prevalent remedy to divert God s Tremendous Judg- 
ment, hanging over his head, was tObreat off bis ſins by _ 
and his iniquities, byſhewing mercy to the Por( Daniel 4.9.27.) And this: 
is-the effect of an acceptable Faſt with God, viz. to looſe the bands of 
wickedneſs, to und) the heavy burder ;, to let the oppreſſedgo free, and 10- 
break every yoke. This is to bring the poor that are caſt out, into our 
houſe, and'n1t to hide our ſelves from our own fleſh. Iſa.v8.6, 7. 

No refletions are here intended againſt the Reverend Judges 
in the Courts of Judicature, but with reſpect to that univerſal 
corruption of the ſeveral Practitioners, or Under-Officers thereof 
in the Cauſes of the Poor, ( whether of Widows , Fatherleſs 
Orphans, or others) either through an almoſt total negte& 9 
their Juſt Right; ( for want of. Montes to: proſecute. the ſame ) 
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or elſe by ſuch redious prolonging of their Sures, from Term to 
Term, and from Year to Year, that they had better ſuffer the 
wrong. and the violence of their Oppreſſors, ( though never 
ſo unjuſt) than by ſeeking ſuch an uneafie nano that of Law) 
to run themſelves on the very Precipice of Ruin and DeſtruQi- 
on, whilſt their little A is hereby exhauſted in defence of their 
own Juſt Right; which occaſions no ſmall Cry in the Ears of 
God from theſe diſtreſſed Abjetts throughout this Land ? 

We do not entreat impoſſib;lities , or expet the removal of 
thoſe many mountains of difficulties which ſeem to lie in the way : 
And leaſt of all do we deſire the diſplacing of any from their ſe- 
veral reſpefttve Offices, and Imployments ;, nor yet the diminiſhing of 
any Fees, &c. which the Law allows ; but enly thus much we 
humbly and importurately ſolicit, viz.. That there may be 4''ter- 
tain number of ſelett perſons ( for Councelors, Solicitors, Atturney:,, 
&c.,) Men of known Integrity and Ability, who are wholly to attend 
on all the juſt and righteous Cauſes of the poor and — and 
that they may be Sworn to make all the diſpatch they can, wr the effe- 
ftual management ard carrying on of their Cauſes, that they may all be 
brought to a moſt ſpeedy Iſſue and Determination, without taking any 
Money or Monies worth from them or theirs, upon any account or pre- 
tence at any time whatſoever: And that there may be a ſettled 
Allewance eſtabliſhed by Law, for theſe ſeletted Perſons, who 
are to undertake no other Cauſe or Cauſes whatſoever, but rheſe 
of the poor and needy; ( Widows, Fatherleſs,. Orphans, and ſuch like 
Objects) among, whom alſo all wronged and affitted Strangers,who 
are ignorant of our Laws, and are otherwiſe deſticute of help or 
means to vindicate their Juſt Rights.. And' if this might be eſta- 
bliſhed ſo 'as to become e&fc#ual unto the great End a- 
foreſaid : O what Rich bleſings might this 'bring down on rhe/e 
Kingdoms, and render us a praiſe and Glory to all Nations of the 
Earth ! Perhaps under 10001. per Annum would be ſufficient for 
this good Work : and if altthoſe Gentlemen who keey ſo many 
devouring expencefull Hounds in this Nation, were. to pay but 
2 d. for each of their Dogs-heads, it would anſwer this high 
and noble End. Beſides that great fluence theſe ſelefl Prattirioners 
would have over many others in the ſeveral Courts. | 
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F Pt See be Ki Gbps Allowance or Tearly In ys ieified for © 
defraymg. the necefjar expences in Carrying On o this. Wark of KR E- © 
FOR MA T10N of Manners, Cor foch ke) wich by God, | 
bleſſing bath been ſo happily begun among]t us ; and which at preſent 
is brought-uatoſuch a good iſſue, even from very ſmall beginnings 
{; as may, be more fully underſtood, by peruling Fc late Infrument 
.at. the cloſe of this Book ].' Herein our pious Magiftrate: may yet 
niore and more expreſs their great zeal for the glory of God, in 
doing ſome ſingular good thing toward the more effeftual execution of 
thoſe many excellent Lawsagainlſt the Profaneneſs ard Debauchery , 
which ſo much abounds in theſe three Nations, and inthis City. 
And whereas divers of the Right Reverend BISHOPS, 
together with the Publick MAGISTRA TES ofthis Ciy, have 
already. given all. good Men reaſon to bleſs God. for ſuch ample 
proofs of their Zeal and Picty, in countenancing r/is Reformation, 
( as it is now begun ) and for which our humble thanks and ac- 
knowledgments axe always due ( firſt nnto Almighty G O D, 
and nextunto THEM, ).; . So likewiſe we all have the ſameen- 
courgging. ground to hope that they who have thus far ſer their * 
helping hand, to a Work of ſuch Unverſal. Acceptance with all © 
Men, [. other Perſons of Quality alſo having honoured. it, to ſay 
#0 more ] will ikewiſe improve their utmoſt intereſt to Ffab- 
liſh-this Reforanation.on the lame Foundarioa ( before named _) as * 
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whereby ther Magpies moſt happy..Government may . yet more } 
.and more reſemble the Bright-mornng Star (that wellcome 7ar- 
binger of our þapproaching D AT). . 
IF. CONSIDERATION. 
6% LF YS9WHE5E DJ07 i k 
Te ſupplicate their Majeſties, That the publick Play-Fouſes may be | b 
ſuppreſſed. Dd 11s : a 
It 15 not denyed but that private Bals, and ſuch like inrerludes * ,, 
may be lawful for Princes and Nobles , to recreate them- * ;, 
ſelves therewith ( at fit times and ſeaſons); yet with reſpe& * , 
to the publick Play-Houſes, theſe following Arguinents are 
in all becoming humility preſented to Their 7Majeſties ſerious * ;x 
and mature conſideration, as their Piety and Wiſdom ſhall think | x1 
fit to determine ; leaving the iſſue unto God, who turneth the * 


hearts ? 
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| hearts of Kings, as wonderfully as the great River of Water, 


and the Chanels.of the-Deep, whenever he pleaſes. 
- 1. It is the opinion of every individual pun that makes any 
ſerious Profeſſion of Religion, and is of a ſober life and con- 


' verſation, that the Publick Play- Houſes have a dire& tendency {in 


' 2 their fad Efe#s ) to corrupt and vitiate the minds of the ge- 


' nerality of all ſorts, more or leſs, though more immediately 
' of all who frequent them ;, and'by conſequence alſo of thoſe who 


converſe with ſuch, ( though they do'not attend on theſe ' Hoſes, 


| through that vain and irrel:gioxs ſpirit that ſo dangerouſly infe&ts 


_— 
_— 


thoſe of their! acquiantance, with whom they aſſociate ( being 
of ſuch an aſſimulating nature, as we too ſadly find it ), They 
all agree ( who make any ſerious profeſſion of Godlineſs ) that 


; in theſe Houſes, Piey is ſtrangely ridicxled, the holy reverend 


4 


and dreadful Name of G O D profaned, and h1s Glory and Intereſt 


: rendred contemprible or v#e ; and the City ( and all others who 


frequent theſe places, eſpecially the Youth ) allured hereby in- 


; to the love of, and delight in Jdlereſs, exceſſive Vanity, Revellings, 


EEE 


* ries and Seminaries of Vice. 


Luxury, Wantonneſs Laſcivioufneſs, Whoredoms, and ſuch Debanche- 
rics (by Oaths, looſeneſs of converſation, corrupt Atheiſtical principles, 
touching God and Religion, and almoſt a total neglect of any thing 
that may be truly termed prattical Piety ) through theſe yy /e- 

c Yet ſometimes alſo under 4 YVitard- 


» Mack, or pretence of exalting and dignifying' Fertue, and 4i/-" 
* honoxring Vice, for the' Devil will want -none to' plead for his 
| School ] Not that it follows, that every perſon who ſees Plays , is 


in this degree corrupted by them : but, that it is the wnjverſal opinii- 


| on of. all rruly Sober and Godly Men, That nothing in tho world 
' hath a greater tendency to corrupt the generallity of thoſe who" fre- 


quent theſe Publick Houſes, thaft attendance from time to time upon 
their interludes, and is one great reaſon why the ſins before 


named ( to which others might be added alſo) are he- 


come fo deeply Radicated, and now Habiexal ( for theſe 30 years - 
laſt paſt ) uoto the + Conſtitution. of onr Engliſh Nation ; as: 


: whereby not only our Boches 'become a Prey to' many Diſeaſes, 
| but our very And: alſo'are cotrupted, and'the'natural Vigour 
' and Manlineſs, Proweſs and Valour of our Kingdom ( for 
' which Brizany formerly was in ſo much Renown among all Natioas) 
is hereby; in a manner wholly ( or -very mach ) toſt; and. o*- 


minate Puſillanimity bred and” cheriſhed: heveby. /; | 
2. It is more than a little tuſpected; that mt hath been'and {tilt- 


15s one grand deſign of thoſe Prieſts and Fefxirs, who adhere-unto- 


: the French Intereſt, to introduce and keeppp theſe Pr blick Phay= 
: Howſes 08 purpole, Houles 
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1. To obudrate the Conſcience of Profeſſors, and caſt ſach a miſt 


betore their Eyes that they may thereby be prepared to entertain 


thoſe Principles which ſo much tolerate and encourage theſe Vices 


that are ſo deſtruftive to a Nation. 
2. To Moliifie and Effeminate the Engliſh Valour, that we =? 
_ __ in pieces when our Martial Neigbour Nation ſha 
vade us. 


3- The Devil attually appeared amongh them, when that ſad Tra * 
gedy ot Faaſu (the Conjurer) was ated, (a dreadiul roken of Gou's : 
highly- provoked Wrath.) then when the unquenchable bice of ? 
Hetl arid Everlaſting Buraings were repreſented io the SpeCtators, © 
(together wich the excernal Appearance ot Mock Dewils) as a Jelt *! 
only to raiſe Sport and Laughter at thoſe Realicies, thar it felt, will * 
create the tremendous Worm in Conſcience that never dyes ; as it the | 


generality of obdurate Sinners had a deſign hereby to render the 
Damnation of precious Souls cither a Figment,or a matcer of no fuch 
formidable conſequence, as a meer Scarecrow {cems to be amongſt 
the Fowls. The amazing Horror and Conſternation that was then 


amongſt rhe SpeQators ſtartled them ar that moment, bur it ſoon * 


went off (as a Thunderc/ap, that affcfts but in the moment only.) 
W here could the Devi/ benter ſhew himſelf, than either in the moit 
remote parts of the Infide/-World, where he is worſhipped in Bodily 
Shape, or elſe on this moſt prophane Spot here in London, which he 
may too reaſonably rake for his own Ground, {ince the Heathen, 
who are called by God's Name, (even in this Metropolis of Great Bri- 
tain) inyoke this Helliſh Fiend, and provoke him thus. to appcar 
amoneſt them. | 
4 God hath, in his moſt juſtly incenſed Anger and judicial 
Wrath, ſuffered divers of the 4#ors on theſe publick Stages of 
Wickedneſs to harden their own Hearts, to a moſt deſperate de- 
gree of Seared Conſcience ; as whereby they have offered ( like 
perſons poſlefled with Diaboliſm) the highe# Affront that can be 
at preſent thought or deviſed , both unto Ged's Goodneſs, Mercifal 
Patience, and Long-ſaffering, Meekneſs, Gentleneſs, and Forbearance, 
(which is intended to lead all forts unto Repentance) and allo unto 


his Severity of Fuftice and provoked Indignation, A moſt notorious 


Inſtance we have had in the late K. Charless Reign, before whom 
the Comediens brought the Holy Bible on the Stage, as it they had 
intended to _ 4 the Scriptures in a ridiculous diſguiſe , 
(rogether with the truly Conſcientious Chriſtian, who protefeth, 
before God and his Church, to live up according t >the plain - in- 
celligible Rules and Precepts therein contained ) as ſurely as ever 
che Jews put on the Purple Robe and Crown ot Thorns on Ovwr 
Saviour 
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Saviour, on purpoſe ro expoſe his Sacred Perſon an ObjeCtof molt 
. publick Ignominy and Reproach z and had no: that King forbid 
©&5 Fithem ſuch an At of Villany, it is not ro be queſtioned bur they 
© had long ere this explode the common Principles of a Deity, 
x4 who! expreſs Image( Written With the immediate Joſpiration of the 
mn 2 Spirit, called the Finger oF GOD ) is this Sacred Word of His, the 
* mighty power of God, through Faith unto Salvation in all who be- 
2 tieve, : 
1s } Another notorious Inſtance, how far they are lefe of God and 
of : his Spirit unto a Reprobate Mind, we have lately had amongſt us, 
f when the Comedians in Bartholomew Fair were going to Act that 
11 © Tremendous Tragedy. which a tew months ſince hapned at Famaica, 
i 2 by tha dreadful EARTHQUAKE, which (wallowed up lo many 
# Hundreds alive into their Grave: And we have been credibly in- 
* formed, That ſome of them, cr ſuch-like Brethren in Iniquity, 
* ( far worlethan Devils incarnate, who believe and. tremble at the 
: conſideration of GOD and his Righteous Judgments) have drank 
* a Health ro the next Earthquake ! an Impiety almoſt beyond a Mi- 
* racle, and not to be mentioned without greateſt abhorrence and 
; deceltation. | ) 
> Thus we ce to what ſuperlative degree of Atheiticat Prophane- 
y | neſs the Antecedents, Concomitants, and Conſequences of thele pubiick 
* Plays and Comedies do lead Men, and how dangerous it may 
be to a City or-Netion to tolerate or countenance {uch Piaces, where 
# GOD, and Man's Salvation, His WORD, His Judgments, Hea- 
> wen, Hell, ani Danmation, &c. (thoſe great and weighty Concerns 
1 | of tne whole [nte}l:Qual Creation) are in ſuch a prophane man- 
c, | ner expoſed and proſticured unto Contempt, Shame, and Ridicule. 
"© And whereas the numerous Attendants npon, and Spefators of, 


« theſe Publick tnterludes ( who are of all Sorts and Ranks) may 
« | fora while ſtifle their own ConviCtions, and skin over their ſecrer 
2 | Weunds, by objeGing, Thar they are not the Ators, and thar 
"2 others would fill up the Places it they did abſent themſelves, and 
2 , 3 many ſuch-like Evaſions, which are but Fig-leaves, to cover over 
"1 their own Nakedreſs ; yer they would do well to confider thar 
. > Clear Tex', (Rom, 1. and the laſt Verſc) where raking delight in 
1 2 thoſe who commir open and ſcandalous Sins, is looked upon by 

2 God asa greater degree (or, at leaſt, as grear a height) of Sin, as if 
» © They were the Criminals themſelves, IWho knowing the Jadg- 
” 2 ments of God, that they who commit ſuch things are worthy of death, 


rot only dy the ſame,” but have pleaſure in them that do t-em 


D V. CONs 
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V.CONSTIDERATION. cd] 
| * Ch 

That great Care be taken to put a Difference between the Clean andy; 1m 
the Unclean Members (the Vile and the Honourable) in the Viſibles ot 
Church ; and not to admit all forts of looſe Profeſſors unto the Hoh 3 39 
Communion, or Supper of the Lord. ! of 
Having in a more {pecial manner hicherto addre{yd our ſelves? tt 
unto the Publick Magiſtrates, we cloſe-np the wholewith an hum») E} 
ble and importunate Requeſt and Entreaty, That the ſeveral cO 
MINISTERS of the Church (or Churches) of Chriſt, who# ri 
have the Charge, Care, and Inſpection oyer their whole Flock, 3 M 
committed unto cthem-by Chriſt (whether thoſe of the Church of 3 4 
England, or other Congregations) would yet make more and more} of 
Conlcience of ſuſpending trom the Lord's Table all ſuch Members! ol 
of theirs, who are notorjouſly known and obſerved ito be of a ſcan- Þ h; 
dalows Life and Converſation, (vis. Common Swearers, Curſers, | th 
Drunkards, Revelters, Haunters of Publick-Houſes of common Infamy, © *» 
Prophaners ot the Lord's day, common Gamefters, Riotoms, and | © 
fuch-like, and all who are notoriouſly ſuſpefted.to' be (ucts; or to | If 
be guilty of Aduttery or Fornication,(ecieily lived in,and net cpenly | 
repenting thereof. ] We all know, That the Orthodox” Doftrin-of 
the Church of Eng/and, and the Rules (or Canons). of her Diſci- 
pline, ( as likewiſe + of all other Reformed Churches beyond the 
Seas, do poſitively and exprely forbid all ſuch feandalous perſons: 
trom coming to the Sacrament, and ftriftly enjoyns them All to 
forbear that Sacred Ordinance whilſt they continue in their Sins, © 
leſt hereby they prophane the Holy Myſteries of the Communion of * 
the Boly and Blood of our Lord Chri}, without a ſcrious and impar- 
tial Examination of themſelves, and a viſtble manifeſtation of Re- 
pentance, in caſc any are guilty of thoſe or the like open and /ear- 
aalons Sins. And we are obliged in Charity to believe, that all 
rhe pious Miniſters of the Church do take a conſeientions care here- 
in : But what ſhall we ay > In this debauched Ape, whercin Sin 
hath got ſuch an univerſal rooting, how many: /orfe Poflors or Mi 
riſters are there throughour this City, ( ſhall we ſay, cr rather 
throughout the whole Nation 2} who are regardleſs in this mat- 
rer of {o great conſequence > And we all may appeal to any ſober 
underſtanding Perſon, whether thi he not one of the grear Cauſes 
or Grounds of that Offence, which many have taken ar the 
Church of Fng/and, and by reaſon whereof there hath been {usl} © 
number of Diſenters, as we {ee aieatibiscay. Ard this is cer» 
tainly * 
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rainly true, that many young Perfons, who have . been, looſely 
educated, and ſcarce know the Principles of Chrifianity and 
* Church-Communion, &c. yet have long fance, and even at this day, 
and% imbibed ( of their own accord, without any Document from 
ible others) a real Difreliſþ and Diſefteem of the Church of England, 
Joh and.char for no other reafon than this pa/pable Gorruptionof many 
* of the Minifers thereof in this negleCt at their Diſcipline, (o con- 
| rrary tothe Canons of the Church. Aud whea they ſec ſuch an 
7 Epidemical Diftemper over(preading it ſelf, (withoue Redreſs) the 
| conſequence thereof may be {uch, as is not difficulc for any cenfſide- 
| ring. perſons ro conjefture. , And it mult needs be for a daily La- 
Z mentation, that the Complexiog of the Chriſtian Church (though 
Anti-Roman) looks {o. like that of thz highly-degenerated Church 
of the Fews, of which the Prophets (o greatly complained, even of 
old, under their Temple-Worſhip at fernſalem, Ezek, 22. v. 25. They 
* have devoured Souls. Ver. 26. Her Prieſts have violated my 14W 
uy they hve Frophayes my, holy things ; they have put no difference be, 
 * eween the holy and prophane, nor between the unclean and the clean - 
ig | and I am prophaned amongſt them. Compared with fad. 1. 6, 7: 
ro | Te offer polluted Bread upon my Attar, 8c. | 
Many Mountains of Objettions and Difficulties (eem to lye in the 
of | way 3 None that we know.do.inend to propele the Reywyai- of 
3 Theſe Miniſters, &c. bi muſt leave that roche Wiſdom of :thoſe 
He | who better underſtand. theit. Duty, than we maay praſamac tobethe 
Judge thereof: Bur all that we humbly enerear, is, That there 


[1 


7s” | | 
to © may be ſome ſuch Way or Medimm put into praQtice, as may :re- 
', dreſs this Corruption in the Diſcipline of, ſeveral Parochial Chur- 


of * ches, (or other Congregations) who .necd this, or. fore ſuchJike- 
Way or Met whereby, if poſkble, © ro. prevene. che (urther 
ſpreading of this Malady in the Charcly,; Wherefore till the Wiſ- 
! dom of our Swperiours ſhall think fac co find our. lome becter Mea- 
111 7 ſures, We humbly propole the following Way or Method, as a 
e. © preſent Expedient only, and this allo in begomiag Modell, + in or- 
: | der tothe aforeſaid Necellaty End. 


In Dy 1-4 

7; | Suppoliag therefore that the (everal Minibers, who have the inv 
x | mediate Care and Charge of their te{pefive Pariſhesor Congrega- 
-. \ 3 tions, chuſe our amongſt ſo-ne of their, Flock, divers Perſons of 


> knows Piety and Integrity, unto whole Care and Fiddityto c m- 
; mirche Trult of Iſpebing into the Lives and 'Cmverſations of Thoſe, . 
? Within their own Pariſh, or Congregation, who are nwſt know? or 
; \uſpeAted for more 1p-n and ſeana'ms Vice and Debauchbery,. thn! fo 
! they may be Ear and Eye-witnciles thereot, an i of cheir trequen: 
> Relapſe ar Continuance therein, [ noprrions being to know wh) 
: D 2 ti. 12 
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chele InſpeRers are bur the Minifer and themſelves ] and bo accor- 
dingly to inform the M#nifter wich: Particulats, which their own 
Eyes, and Ears, and Obſervation can and ſhall arreſt : And that ® 
the Miniter, every Lord's-day, atter Evening Sermon, in the pre- © 
lence of the Congregation,caulc the N.mes and Crimes to be diſtin&t- © 
iy read (as they ftand upon this Record » declaring, That theſe © 
perſons ate to be 'Suſpended from the Lord's Tabte, ill they purge * 
themſelves by oper Confeſſion, and viltble Tokens of Repentance 
and it they dornot by a limited time prefixed, afrer they have had | 
Notice of thiic Crime zthen to be proceeded againſt 'according to 
the Lega/Comminations and Cenſures of the Church, (their Silence 
to be taken for a tacite Confeſſion, and I oken of their obſtinare per- 
{fiance in their Sins, ) 

To cloſe up the whole of this Difcourſe in a word, If it ſhall 
pleaſe God to put it into the Hearts of our pious Magiftrates and 
Miniſters, to u'e theiruemoſt Intereſt and Endeayour to promote 
a National Reformation in the Particulars before mentioned, or in 
any other adequate unto all or ſome of the great Ends,fo neceſſary 
to be accomplithed. This may be the moſt effeftual Meansto anſwer 
G O D's Expettations from theſe Nations, ( and more eſpecially 
from Englizd and London ) and thereby to prevent thoſe Judg- 
ments which we have yet all ſo much reaſon co fear and expett. 
Then we need not be roo (ollicirous what any Man can do untous, | 
or that Arm of Fleſh, S:rengrh, or Policy of our Common A tver- * 
fary; tor GOD will then be on our fide, and perfef thoſe * 
wondrous Mercies and Deliverances He hath begun to work out + 
for us.» Then wil THE LORD OF HOSTS go before | 
us, and Fight all our Battels, and make our way fmooth and profpe- 
reus before our Face, and guide us by his Unerring Counſel, and di- 
reft all our Steps, and fead us inte the Way of Peace, Safety, Honour 
and Renown. Then will He delight to do greater and greater 
things for us, whilſt He puts a Fear and Dread on our Enemies. 
Then will He make our walls S4/vation,and our gates Praiſe. This 
Bleſſed Reformation Will be a greater Security to our KING and : 
QUEEN, and to Their Excellent Government, and to their King- © 
doms and Dominions ( in particular alſo unto this Great and Popu- 
zous City } and ro the Church of Chriſt, and his Intereſt and Goſpel, 
than all our Warlke Preparations, of Stores and Magazines, or 
than alt our Treaſury of Gold and Silver, or than all our Eoun- © 
cils, Wifdonr, Policy, and Excellent Condutt, Proweſls and Magnifi- * 
cence of our Moft Hlufrious Monarch, or than all our Armies, and 

Confederate Forces by Land or Sca- 


And 
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And who can tell, but G OD may denounce that Wee againſt 
All who ſhall attempt to obſtru& this National Reformation, in 
moſt humble manner thus preſented to the Higher Powers [ our 
Supreme Magiſtrates and Miniſters, the pious Governours of the 
Civil and Eccleſsaſtick State ? ] 

——Woe be unto that man, by whom this offence ſhall come © It had 
been better ſor him that @ mill-ſtone were buyg about his neck, and thas 
he was caſt into the bottom. of the ſea. 
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THE 


INS TRUMENTT: 


FOR 


Reformation. 


HEREAS His Majeſty, in his Letter tothe Biſhops, 
hath declared his moſt earneſt deſire of a General 
Reformation of the Lives and Manners of all his 


'SubjeCts : And the Queen's Majeſty in her Letter to the Juſtices 
of the Peace, of the County of Midaleſex at their Seſſions at | 


Hic?s-Hall, hath Charged and Required Them to uſe the moſt 
effectual Methods for putting the Laws in Execution againſt all 
manner of Profanegeſs and Wickedneſs: Whereas alſo, both |} * 
Their Majeſties have lately Iſſued out Their Proclamation a- © 
gainft Vitious, Debauched and Profane Perſons ; wherein they & 
declare the deep Senſe of the Goodneſs and Mercy of Almighty 
God ( by whom Kings Reigu ) in giving ſo happy Succeſles to 
their Endeavours for the Reſcuing of theſe Kingdoms from Po- 
piſh Tyranny and Superſtitien, &c. So alſo they are not leſs 
touched with a Reſentment, that notwirhſtanding theſe great De- 
liverances, Impiety and Vice ſtill abounds in this Kingdom : 
And that the Execution ofmanygood Laws that have been made 
for the Suppreſling and Puniſhing thereof, hath been groſly neg- 
leed, to the great Diſhonour of God and Religion. C(ihere: 
foze they further declare their Princely Reſolution to diſcoun- | 
tenance all manner of Vice ; and for that purpoſe they ſtraitly 
«Charge, Require and Command all Judges, Mayors, yen] 
uſkices 


fl, 


# And for the more effe 


-» 
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ſtices of the Peace; and. all- other Officers Eccleſiaſtical and 
ivil, in their reſpective Statians,: to Execute the Laws againſt 


Blaſphemy, profane Swearing and Curſing, Drankennefs, Lewd- 


I neſs, Profanation of the Lord's Day, - or any other diſlolute, 


immoral or diſorderly Praftice, as they will anfver it to AL 
mighty God, and ypon pain of their Majeſties higheſt Diſpleafure. 
I Proceedings herein, They direQtand 


! command Judges ard Jufticesof ty. ſtrict Charges at 


” the reſpeCive Aſſizes and Seflions, for th 


Proſecution and 


Puniſhment of all Perſons that ſhall preſume to offend in any the 


Kinds aforeſaid ; and alſo of all Perſons that, contrary to their 
Duty, hall be remifs or negligent in putting'the faid Laws in Exe- 


| cution; as may be ſeen more at large inthe faid Royal Proclama- 


tion, given at their Majelties Court at White-Hall, Jan. 21. 169, 
in the third Year of their Reign.—— In purſuance hereof, ma- 
ny. excellent Orders have been given out, particulatly by the 


# Right Honourable the Lord Mayor of the City of Loxdon © The 
# Bench of Juſticegat' their General Quarter-Seſſions held forthe 


* 
* 
P 
. 


® 


| 


» of none c[k&. 


* County of Middleſex, and alfo by the Juſtices at their Gener:F 


Quarter-Seſſions held for the County of Sur”7 Wherein they 
Charpze and Command all Counſtables, Headboroughs, Church- 


* wardens, &c. to uſe their ntmoſt Endeavours to bring all Offen- 


ders againft the Laws aforeſaid to condign Puniſhment, ſevere- 
Iy menacing their Negligence, but promiſing to their Dili- 
gence herein. all Encouragement. Yet notwithſtanding all this, 
Vice and Wickedneſs abound in every place, Lord's Days are 
ſtill profaned ; Drunkenneſs and Lewdnefs eſcape unpuniſhed ; 
our Ears in moſt Companies are filled with Imprecasions of Dam- 
nation, the Corners of ' our Streets every where echo the hor- 
rible Sounds of Oaths, Curſes, and blaſphemous Execrations. 
The blame of all this lies undoubtedly (for the moſt part ) at 


2 the doors of Inferiour Officers ; Authority (both Supream and 
| Subordinate ) having ſufficiently acquitted. it ſelf, and worthily 


ated its part, in giving forth ſtrict Commands as aforeſaid : 
But theſe ( though they are intruſted tote the only immediate 
Exccutors of the Laws ) have negle&ed t5 put them in Executi- 
on. Now as Execution 1s the life of Laws; ſo their Non-execntion 
(being equivalent to an actual Repeal) renders them uſele$$, or 
as if they never had a Being: Hence it is that Wickedneſs grows 
rampant, and Profanenes rides trinmphant, jr par. upon 
all the Zeal and Piety of Virtuons Governovrs and Legillators, 
making all their Religiovs Intentions and Reſolutions void and 
How much the ſaid Officers are concerned in 
this 
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this Guilt, and which of them are moſt faulty, we may eaſſly 
ſee, if we divide them into two Ranks, and take'a view, firft, 
of thoſe-that. will not do their Duties ; being conſcious of their 
own wicked Inclinations and Aftions, they will not punifh that 
Impiety in others, which they allow of in themſelves. There are 
other Officers that are more conſcientious : Of theſe, ſome are 
Tradeſmen, which willingly would, but cannot ſpare time t9 
give that Attendance that is requiſite for the full diſcharge of 
their Offices, without a manifeſt negle& of their Shops, Trades, 


and other Buſineſs. And thus the beſt Laws for puniſhing and ;; 


ſuppreſling of Vice and Wickednefs, that are already, or for 
the future can be made andenforced, though by a thouſand Pro- 


clamations and ſubordinate Orders, will all preve ineffeQtual, 


unleſs put in Execution by Under-Officers : Of theſe ( as afore- 
mentioned ) ſome are profane, and will not; others would, 


( and ſomething they do towards it) but have not time to do to 


the full of what is required of them. To remedy theſe great 
Inconveniencies, and toanſwer the Great and Noble Ends of our 


Governours, in making good Laws, and preſſing their Executi- | 
on, the Expedient, ( as drawn up in the following Form,) is' 
"moſt humbly propoſed. 


We who are Inhabitants of the Cities of London and Weſtmin- 
fter, and Pariſhes adjacent, both in the Counties of Middleſex 


and Surry, having an Eye to the Honour of God and the King, 


and the publick Benefit of the Nation : And being encouraged 
by the late happy Succeſs that hath attended the induſtrious 
Endeavours of the Tower- Hamlets ; whereby - [| according to 
-a Method mentioned in. their printed Paper, or Inſtrument, 
That declaring honeſt and joynt ' deſign for the generat ſuppreſſing of 


Bawdy-houſes, &c.] they have with more than ordinary Dili- þ 


gence, and great expence of their Time and Money, 1 the 
ſpace of two .or . three Years, ( as lately Afﬀidavit hath been 
made before the Bench of Juſtices at Hicks alt,) not only 
brought to due Puniſhment, according to Law, ſeven or eight 
hundred Criminals ; but alſo generally routed thoſe navghty 


Houſes, which formerly abounded amongſt thew. ] And being * 


fluenced by that good old Principle or Axiom, Bonum quo 
£ommunius, eo melins, reſolve to uſe onr hearty Endeayours, 
that ſo good a Work may no longer be confined within ſuch 
narrow Limits, but be farther promoted for more general 
Advantage. W HEREFORE we agree, upon our own 
Coſts and Charges to imploy and maintain a competent wo 
er 
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ber of ſuch fitting Perſons, as we ſhall chooſe, to aſſiſt the ſe- 
veral Conſtable : and other Officers, in the Wards of the faid 
(City of London, and in other of the ſaid adjacent Pariſhes, 
in puttiug in Execution thoſe god Laws aforeſaid ; viz. by 
obGrving and taking notice of all thoſe, that for the time 
tocome, ſhall impudently dare, in Rebellion againſt the Lan * 
of God and Man, to Swear and Curſe, to profane the Lor*; 
day, or be guilty of the loathſom Sin of Drunkenneſs ; alf 


$ by ſearching out the lurking Holes of Bawds, Whores, and 
other filthy \ iſcreants, in order to their Convi tion and 


Pun;ſhment according to Law. We promiſe to take care 
C what in us lies] that none ſhall be connived at or Favour 
or AﬀeCtion, and none proſecuted out ofMalice or Hatred. 
And to the end that nothing may be. done illegally, we will 
have frequent Recourſe to thoſe that are Learned in the Law, 
in order to a&t by their advice, Counſel and D re&ion. 
In our contending againſt thoſe Abominations that threaten 
the DeſtruCttion. of the whole Kingdom. An angry Look of 
God not long fince made the Earth Tremble. And may 
we not fear, without Reformation, the next Look may be to 
our Ruine and Deſtruction ; What are we be:ter than th: 
Cities of Naples, Smyrna, Inſpruck , Sicily, and Faraica 
who lately thus periſhed ? one great Reaſon why Wickecd- 
neſs ſo abounds 1n this Nation, 1s,. becauſe no more private 
Hands are engaged againſt it ; all isleft to t ve or ix Officers 
in a Pariſh, though it may be one half, if not two thirds --f 
them, for the generality, inſtead of being Suppreilers, are rather 
Supporters and Encouragers of it, either by negle& of Duty, 
or by giving bad. Example. To conclude, what dreadfu] Judg- 
ments may-we not fear, if we continue unreformed ? Rurt ;f 
this bleſſed Work of Reformation [as we have great hopes] 
proſpers , what Bleſlings may we nutexpe&t ? The Refor- 
mation we are endeavouring, in this great City and Snhurbs 
by the continuance of God"s .Bleſling, and of our Magiſtrates 
tavourable Countenance, etfect :ally to accompliſh we hope will 
influence the whole Nation, (with Scorlandand Ireland) in fiich 
wiſe, that weall with one Heart, one Mind, one Soul, might 
fear God, honour the King, and live in Love, Unity Pcace 
and Concord one with another. - Amen, and Amen, | 


30 Nationa! Refonation, &c. 


A true. Relation of ſeveral” Barbaravs Vrilames. and Mu 
ders detected in and aboit Lominon, by fome Corſtabl, 
and other Officers , alhſted by ſome of the Society fl 
Reformation. _ Whereunto is Added au Account of f 
Bloody SLAUGHTER-HOUSE in Roſemary Lan. 
near Eaſt-Smithfield : Diſcovered by, A. M; (one of the 
Conſtables) belonging. 'to- the Soctety, | 

The whole having beew $worn before Two of iis Majeſtioll ic 
Juſtices of the Peace for London «xd Middleſex. E 


Long Hara is not here intended, but 'only a Shoxr (yet fullfl ſe 
= rae) - re of ſuch Matters of Fatt, %s As may yer ge 
\- {*-r up Ai Perſons of common Morality and Sobriety, ro Abomllf la 
ite the frightful Appearance of VICE ( dreſs d up tm the bladlff fc 
$pois of Looiſneſs avd Debaucherie) but /;kewiſe ro Mourn and LY C 
ment by reaſon of thar Univerſal Contagion of Sin 'and Wicked ci 
ls, which hath ſo dangerouſly -Overſpread this 'Ciry (and Natin t| 
') and Infetted ſo many perſons of all Ranks, both young and old © h 
eariz Sex alſo, and almoſt cvery Place and corner of the Land} E 
Hoping that this Relation may have ſome Influence on all Good Mer 
to Excite their ardent Sighs and Prayers ro GOD that he wo 
Nem-animate our Pious 'Magiſtrates, and Clergie in a more eſpe 
cial manner, to improve their great Intereſt to Promote and Encow 
rage ſuch a Society, (or Societies) as ſhall conſcienciouſly regard ti 
Glory and Honour of GO D,, the ſafety and preeſervation 'of t 
Government, under which we ſo happily Live, whertin the Public 
Good of theſe - Kingdoms doth ſo eminently conſift)by their hearty ani 
loyal endeavours to diſcover 'all ſuch like Notorious Criminals, 4 
to bring them unto condign Puniſhment. 
It were greatly to be wiſht, that every of theſe Monſtrous Vil 
lains had not thu: eſcaped'rhe Sword of the Magiſtrate : Bur ſee- 
ing the Devil hath thus ſecured ſeveral of them 'from a preſent A 
prehenſion or Execution, as hu Helliſh Favourites, thereby +0 furthn 
them in all ſuch Wickedneſſes , as may make them fully Ripe for 4 
more h Condemnation' hereafter : (mithout Repentance) #t 4s nit 
to be doubted, but the All-ſeeing Eye and Hand of the'-oſt” Tuft 
and Righteous God , will ſumer or later reach them. Unto Whon 
Vengeance belongs, and mho will Recompenence it them in his own 
due time. 


The Neceſtfty of a preſent 
The Acc'unt is 'as follow. 


{ fp Oucen Dowager's Butler was Murdered in \A#x» 1689. 
by keeping company with Sarah Hodges living in the Hamlets 
of 'Wappen-Stepney ,- (at the Sign of the Bird in Hand) who main- 
tained a (reputed) Bawdy- Houſe. Several great Evidence: were 
produced in order to her Convition, but all ineffectual. , 
'A little after, it hapned one night that<the Neigbours ob- 
ſerved the faid Sarah Hodges's Maid frequently ſent out upon 
Errands, and this till Ten or Eleven 'a Clock at night. The 
next "morning - the doors being faſt, ſeveral Neigbours knock*d, 
but DI opening, at laſt they found the door open, and 
ſearched the low room narrowly, but could diſcover nothing. But 
i going up one +pair of Stairs, into the fore-Chamber, a fad and 
on lamentable' Speftacle preſented it ſelf, 'A Young Woman was 
dlacf found in- bed having her Throat Cut : On the floor of the ſame 
{ Li Chamber the Servant-Maid of the: Houſe lay with her Throat 
ckedfÞ cut alſo. In the back Chamber of the ſame floor, the Miſtriſs of 
atinff the” Houſe (the aforeſaid Sarah Hodges) was found in bed with 
old & her Throat Cut alfo ; and both her Ears lit, to take out her gold 
and Ear-rings. In this dreadful manner all Three lay waltering in 
WVerff their blood, ard the Honſe was found rifled. 
20 Notlong after, another Woman in Goodmans-fields, that kept 
eſpe a- reputed © Bawdy-Horſe, had her Throat cat alſo, by one Selby, 
confi who was afterwards Executed near the ſame Houſe. And at the 
' thi ſame time another Womans Throat was cut in the ſaid Houle : 
" ch but not boing cut through the Windpipe,: ſhe recovered, and diſ- 
iquf$ covered” the 'Murder. But who murdered the former Women, is 
ani not yet known, 


; Bnt above all the Relations which have been given the World of 
/11-Y matters of'this nature, although ſome of them have been very 
/ee©Þ ſtrange and ſurprifing , yet this following Account ſeems to all 
Ar who have heard thereof, moſt Wonderful and Amazing ; Giving 
thay all of us great ground to conclude that many horrid Murders have 
y 4 been perpetrated ' from. time to time in this place ; Inſomuch,that 
no 't may not unfitly be called —— The Strange Diſcovery of a New 
uf #14 bloody SLAUGHTER-HOUSE. Which is as. followeth. 
2 In the year 1692. Mr Anthony Miles (one of the Society® being 
2m then Conſtable,and walking his rounds,it hapned that in Roſema: y- 
Lane near Eaft-Smihfield, at the Houſe of one Miſtriſs Swith [who 
was knowy to entertain Whores and, Theived) he heard a great Xe- 
\- 2 


Veil 


=_ gy 
- vw » 
«© mo IIS rr en. mo rs to = a 


J2 The Bicody Slaughter-houle. 
vel rout, with many Oaths and Curſings , and making a ſtand to 
hearken and inform himſelf, he heard ſeveral- Perlons in that 
Houſe thruſting ene another down Stairs, (who ſeem'd to him to 
Le naked by the lound of their tect) One of them ſuddenly un- 
buled the door, whereupon the faid Conſtable thruſt in his Scaff 
to keep it open, and entring in, with divesſe Perſons attending 
h:im, he tound three naked Men, aiid three naked Women ( who 
had been Dancing and Revelling,)) whom they apprehended and 
cartycd 10 the Watch houſe, and in the morning they were com- 
micred to Bridewel by Fuftice Underhill, and were whipt, with 
one motc, whocame to vindicatc them. | 

About ihree months after this, the ſaid Confer ( walking again 
the ſame Rounds, and)- pafſing by this Heule, heard a great 
outcry abour- of the clock in the night, with much Swear- 
ing and Curſing, who breg'd of one another, that for the Lord's ſake 
they wonld all be quiet. The Conſtable thereupon waited-withour, 
ti] rhey ar laſt made a loud Outcry of Murder * Murder | Murder ! 
\\hereupon, he Commanded the door to be opened : Go re- 
tufing, the faid Confable forced it cpen (with others of the Watch 
trending) In the ground-room he could make no dilcovery, but 
»0ing up the Stairs, he oblerved they were ſprinkled with b/ood; 
and forcing his way into the Chamber (of the ſecond float) after 
he had broke open the door, he found &/pod in a Bowl, and al. 
fo in a Chamber-por, and a great quantity of b/o0d lying in a hol- 
low place in the midſt of the floor, and Two Women in bed : No- 
thing would they conteſs, but pretended the blood came by a cut 
of one of their fingers: Apgd going up into the Garaet, (the Cons 
ſtable obſerving thoſe Stairs were alſo ſprinkled and ſmear'd with 
blood) they found blood ſprinkled on the Ceiling and Walls, and 
the floor was ſo full of congealed blood , that it, coyer'd their 
lolzs, and ſquaſht under foor, as if they had been in an Old 
SLAUGHTER HOUSE that wanted cleanſing ; being lo flippry 
they could ſcarce ſtand Which ſeems plainly to dilcover , that 
b/ood had been there for ſome confideaable time, &c.] Here th 
tound Two young men upon a Bed in their Cloatis 5 and in the 
faid Garret there lay the Cloaths of another Man : viz. his Coat 
Breeches, Doublcr, Stockings, Shoes, Hat, Wig- Craver, but hi 
Shirt was wanting. 

The Confable and other Officers ſearched the Houle from tht 
top of the tiles and downward, and in every place and room 
even to the bottom , three ſeveral times, and could make nc 
further diſcovery, more then what was ſo Notorious, Obviou 
and Tremendious to behold : Nor would any of the Perſons i 


[ 
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the Houſe Confeſs any thing (more than a cur of one of their 
fingers) whereupon;zthey were commitred ro the Vatch-houſe, and 
a Gaurd ſct on the Honſe, and the next morming brought before 
Futice Conſtable and -examined , but conteſſed- nothing, and he 
lent them to Bridewell, where they were Whipt ſeverely, and de- 
- tained for lometime,rill further Evidence came 1n againſt them :- Ar 
| laſt none Appearing, they were diſcharged. | 

God grant thele Extraordinary Providences. may be ſeriouſly 
attended, as (no doubt ir is intended to be for) a Loud Warning 
from Heaven to the Licertions Touth in and about This City, (more 
eſpceially) wo take heed what Company they frequent, as being no 
{mall Temptation! t5 draw forth .their Corruption, and to betray 
them into the molt dangerous Snares of Death and Hell. To pre- 
vent which, Let every good Chriſtian Pray (with David) — 
LORD Order and dire# my Steps in thy Paths, that I may run- 
all the ways of thy Precepts with delight ;, then ſhall I not be a- 
ſhamed when I ſhall have refpett to All thy Commandements. And 
we make no imall Progreſs berein, when we maintain ſuch a con- 
ſtant fear and jealeufe over our own Hearts and Lives, as makes 
us daily (with char Bleſſed Man) to have our recourſe ro God by 

ayer. 

Hol thou up my Steps in thy Paths , that my feet ſlide not ; 
And when we fall, LORD ! ſeek thy Servant that js gone A- 
fray, for 1 have not forgotten Thy Commandements, 


———— 
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A Black Roll, 


! , Containing the real ( or reputed) Names and Crimes of ſeveral Hundred Per- 
14 Afons thathave been Proſecuted by the Sociery 
' | Drunkenntſs, Thefts, Sabbath-breaking, &c. as Delivered unto Them by their 

| Clerk : And been publiſhed for the ſatisfattion of many who have been 
| defirousto kngw what progreſs we have made in this Reformation of Manners. 


, - this haſt 


Year, | for Whoriag, 


| Mary Adams 

3 Mary Arrundel! 

Sasiab Allin 

Mary Abbitt 
Mary Ard:rſon 

Jane Armſtrong 

Elrzoberh - Ate 


Elizabeth Ealy 

3 Elxabeth Earle 
Margarer Ea'en 
Mary Ev'nall 
Amey Elzt 
Sarah Edwar's 
Alice Jores 
Chiiftian Kinz 
Mary Ft 

W: 


Ann 5, 
Charity $quiſh 
| Elizabeth Shift 


lames aud Sarah Ayes 


aCtedand lome Fined. 


Mary Sm th 
ebecca Tirunmer 
ary Thorogrod 
Jake Winchcomb 
Sarah Whitaker 
Mary, Witden 
TElzabeti Ealy 
Thos .is Bowater 
Tho, and Sarah Burton 
Elizabeth Bros n 


'\ane Brick jteck 
Henry bY 


Sarab Mwr 

Samuell Parker 

john & Mary Pack. r 
Mary Qunarkes 

Eli ebeth - Raice 

»bn. & Sarah Rigray 
Alice Sprink field 
Suſarna Stanley 

i1arah Scoat 

Margaret Seale 


arab Thangſou 


Richard and Mary Thomgs 


Mretha Blefford 
Elizabeth Baſhell 
Ann Bradbery | 
Ann Brewrick | 


Mary Banfield 
Joan Horyſnaile 
| Mary Hughes 
Mary Hay i(ſen 
Dorothy Howell 
Elizabeth Fangh 
Elizabeth Jones 
Elnabeth King 
Suſanna Lewis 


I 


Mary Bane | 


Alree Wilſon 


!Elizaberh Wheler 


Hannah Ware 

John and Eliz. Hedger 
Margaret Tillard 
George Codd 

Bridget Cotion 
Elizabeth Chettham 


\ Mary Cole 
Mary Copinger 


Mary Chetham 
Ann Chandler 


John and Ann Coleman 
Mary Dawſon 


{+ Some of thile Perio is have kept Bawdy-Havſes 3 ſome of whom have ocen ln- 


William - Harper 

John oy Elizabeth Hedges 
Ma'y Hill 

Ann Holbrook * 

Dororby Howes 

0 atherane Flower 

Eli: ab-th ] hr ſon 

Sarah Kea þ 

Elziberh Loek 
Elizabeth Michel 

Tha. aud Jare Pettit 
Elizabeth Fartrec |, 
Ann Raye 

Temperance Reed 

Mary Reves 

William and Elix. Smith 
Suſanna Stu bs 
"Millicent St ll 

'Mary Swan 

Elizabeth Watts 

Mary Vincent 

Ann Watte 

Elizabeth White 

Mary White 

Joha and Mary Parnell 


Dorithy Furlon 
Mary Fairfax 


[ William Groves 
j Sarah Gorry 
Mary Gayrifh 
Mary Garret 
John Durnh!1 


Fobn and Judith Froſt 


And ſome Crred, Viz 


John Hix Alias Hurſt 
Many Harris 
Mary Hall 


Thomas Gy Alice Gibbons|John aud Mary Hind 


Geo. and Mary Harrel 
{Mrry- Jones 
Peter (F Elizabeth King 
4 Knighr 

John & Elizaberh Long 


Mary Moy 
Mary Pa mr 
Ann Mach 
Alice Kandoll 
Sarah Roſe 

- Randford 
Elirabeth Star 


[Suſan Spritgfiel1 


Arrundel Turner 


Elizabeth Topta 
Elizabeth Taylor 
Dorothy Williams 
Elizabeth Williams 
Eliabeth Whores 
"Ann Wimchcomb 
James Delafoy 


| 
Night 


{ 


Night Walkers and Þlyers 
Elizabeth Bates prong Bennet 
Elizabeth Biſſel Mary Baker 
Elizabeth 8rown Katherine Dodd 
Lidia Buckſer Mary Dapper - 
Martha Bolt Martha Davis © 
Mary Carr Mercy Dickenſon 
Mary C arxall Jane Gloves 
Jane Deſow Elizabeth Green 
Suſann» Edwards Elizabeth Ginney 
Elizabeth Elliot .|4un Harrefs 
Dorothy F: ander Darothy HidH 
Ann Golding | Martha Hatiſon 
Elizabeth Harris Hannab Jackron 
Sarab Hilliard ice Jones 
Margaret He iger Martha Mor gan 
Elizabeth Hedger Elizabeth Meſſenger 
Eltrabeth Heath Amn Pearce 

Am Kettle Elizabeth Partre 
Mary Kempe Elizabeth "Por 
Katherine Lewis Ann Sheldrick” 
Elizabeth Mills Elizabath Smrb 
Jane Peters Sarah Slaughter 
Ann Preſton Mary Tanner 
Ann Palmer {Judith Trumbald 
Elizabeth Sammon Mary Trvelove 
Mary Turner Sarah Varrey 
Martha Tucker Suſadna Wilfen 
Ann Vickar Mary Weſt 
Catherine Chikver Mary Osborne 
Hannah Ribbey Frances Hangbting 
Mary White Frances Palmes 
Elizabeth Thome Patience Webbes 
Hannah Powell Mary Jeffneys 
Elizabeth Lee Elizabeth Prince 
Mary Madſon "Alice Springfield 
Jane Glover — Pp 

Mary Jenkins 'Mary Gibbs Alice Gibbs 
Suſanne Tates w=—— Stanly 
Jane Bayley Mary Peach 

Ann Bonuſs Iſabel Grodaiin 


The Black Roll, 


+n-Bawdy-Howſes, all or moſt of whom hay 
W hipt in Bridewe/! this Year- ; op 


ayy Haughton 


| Fobn Lockyer 
Edward Newby 
— — Wynn P 
\Margaret Thlar 
oak. Rinde 
Mrs Oram 


Mary T auner 
Mary <D, 
George Peacock 


'ohauna Plyſhad 


Mary Osbourn? 
Rarrſborow 
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Books kvely 1 Princed | for The Dunton. 


P38 Fir ſt Tohing of of the Li 
flies. -R 
Third and Ned — | 
fals mede concerning ing chis 1, _ he 10th of 
next March, or otherwite * ils. py fk dar 
taker, John Pwany EY: 
's Remains ntai near an huad; 

vidil 1: vorti Hiſt He in Lettegs x: 
and Quality. To which is the Reſolution: 4 
direftions toa Young Divine for his S'udy of Duet), 
Publiſhed from his Lordſhips Griginal Papers. . | 

The Orde: 5 of the Helvetian Chareh, &c. Tray{(lated into Engliſh, by Jobn Conr.c4 
Werndly, Miniſter cf Mractur, and Rayon ge. 1 Publick: by Yx Re: 


verend Bif 1 i oh. 
es ay, late. R binzer. 
al Ab ao er, [the 4th ey! reral Niniffcrs in wh 
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Heads of agreement afſented to by the United RON 
Toe Life of the Reverend Mr Brond, by D. Samvel Ap 
Practical Diſcourſes and ] Rogers M.A 


TheLife and Ee cher. Goſpel to ee. 


mation, Þr PN oof them for 168.” 


| 'thems0 Diſperſ 
A Nankdhive of the Wee Cure of Mrs. Sovager WIRE ncaa 


by conſent of her Huzhand, arceſted by, big. and ſeveral other credidle 
Witneſſes. 
Funeral Diſcourſes in ſeveral Texts, by" Jalui, Sdwet; © L 


Books in the Preſs, and deft gned-for it. Printed for 
- John Dutton. 
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